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CLAIMS ; 

What is claimed is: 

1 ^^i^^!!^ A llleLliOd for speCll^yihg an electronic toLd menu^'^aid 

2/\^^K^^ comprising the steps of: / 

3 retrieving a plurality of food menu /items from a data 

4 storage medium; / 

5 comparing said plurality of foodr menu items with 

6 previously stored food preferences for a particular 

7 customer; and / 

£ selecting a food menu wherein said plurality of food 

W menu items that satisfy said focDd preferences for said 

lb!j particular customer are designated, such that an 

IjL] electronic food menu is specified for a particular 

iB customer. / 

111] 2 . The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2''\ according to claim 1, said/method further comprising the 

^ step of : / 

4 graphically displaying said selected food menu 

5 according to a output preference for said particular 

6 customer, such that the/ graphical representation of said 

7 selected food menu is provided to accommodate a display 

8 preference for said particular customer. 



1/ 
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1 3, 'The meunod for specifying an electronic foocymenu 

2 according to claim 2, said step of graphically yflisplaying 

3 said selected food menu further comprising the^ step of: 

4 graphically displaying only said plural/ity of food 

5 menu items of said selected food menu that /are designated. 

1 4. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 2, said step of graphically displaying 

3 said selected food menu further comprising the step of: 

4 graphically displaying said seLected food menu in 

5 order from designated food menu itefrs to non-designated 
S3 food menu items. / 

rc j 

-in 5. The method for specifying ary electronic food menu 

tl according to claim 2, said step/of graphically displaying 

I ... ....^ „. .... 

\^ graphically displaying said selected food menu, 

gj wherein said plurality of f^4d menu items that do not 

satisfy said previously stored food preferences for said 

73 particular customer are graphically distinguishable from 

83 said plurality of food mend items that do satisfy said 

9 food preferences for saidf particular customer. 

1 6. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 2, said step of graphically displaying 

3 said selected food menu further comprising the step of: 

4 graphically displaying a tactile-detectable graphical 

5 representation of saiii selected food menu, wherein said 

6 output preference for said particular customer designates 

7 a tactile-detectable/ graphical representation. 
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1 7. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 2, said step ofr graphically displaying 

3 said selected food menu further comprising the step of: 

4 graphically displaying a gmphical representation of 

5 said selected food menu utilizing a particular font size, 

6 wherein said output preference /for said particular 

7 customer designates said parti/cular font size, 

1 8. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 2, said step of graphically displaying 

3 said selected food menu further comprising the step of: 

4^ graphically displaying a graphical representation of 

said selected food menu lycilizing a particular language, 

6n wherein said output preference for said particular 
customer designates said particular language. 

y 9. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2^ according to claim 2,^said step of graphically displaying 

3U said selected food menu further comprising the step of: 

43 graphically di/splaying a graphical representation of 

^ said selected f ood/menu wherein prices are displayed in a 

6 particular currency, wherein said output preference for 

7 said particular customer designates said particular 

8 currency. / 

1 10. The method/ for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to cl'aim 1, said method further comprising the 

3 step of: / 

4 transmitting auditory output of said selected food 

5 menu for said particular customer. 



I 
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1 11. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 1, said met>iod further comprising the 

3 step of : / 

4 graphically printing /said selected food menu for said 

5 particular customer. / 

1 12 . The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 1/ said method further comprising the 

3 step of : / 

4 graphically c^Lsplaying said selected food menu 

5 according to a generic style sheet . 

13. The method/f or specifying an electronic food menu 

W according to c^aim 1, said step of retrieving a plurality 

2^ of food menu /terns from a data storage medium, further 

S3 comprising ttte step of: 

5i receiving said plurality of food menu items via a 

bJ wireless transmission medium. 

' ' 14 . The - metho d for s p etj jj ; viiig aii elec L ' loil jjJ^^^_royj^^ 

according to claim 13,/saifl step--e^''''reTrieving a plurality 

3 of food menu items frpm^^^^ medium, further 

4 comprising the st^po^j^^y^ 

5 r^.c€iving said plurality of food menu items via a 

6 rgfH^ ^F^r=^=^-qrr^'^y rrRnpmiPPi^n medium. 
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1 15 _>_ Tb.a-^-fflfH-hwsH lor gpAnify-ing an 1 ^r^r yon i fT-nnrr:}—^^ 

2 according to claim ISy^^aoSd step of retri.^vin'§^"a'^^ 

3 of food menu items firom a/dat^^_st^rage medium, further 

4 comprising the ste^fj^ 

5 ^^^^^^^^^receiving said plurality of food menu items via an 

6 -^^infrared g nnn^^fh -i r>n ^- 



1 . vTV^y^^ xne metnod tor specifying an electronic tood:""Trrei!tbb--^^_ ^ 

2 ^^s^/yec cording to claim 1, said step of retrie^ng a plurality 

3 of food menu items from a data storage vmedium, further 

4 comprising the step of: X 

hi receiving said plurality o^/4ood menu items via a 

6^ network connection. X 

jl^ 15. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2] according to claim 1, sai>^ step of retrieving a plurality 

y of food menu items from/a data storage medium, further 

|3U comprising the step of: 

receiving said plurality of food menu items via a 

iffi wired connection/ 

1 16. The metho^ tor specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to/claim 1, said step of retrieving a plurality 

3 of food menu items from a data storage medium, further 

4 comprising/ the step of: 

5 receiving said plurality of food menu items in a data 

6 transmission protocol. 
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17. The method for specifying an electrpm.c food menu 
according to claim 16, said step of^.ar€ceiving said 
plurality of food menu items in^^^ata transmission 
protocol, further comprising^,/^lie step of: 



5 
6 



transmitting said/food menu items in an extensible 
mark-up language pr^ocol . 



1 
2 
3 
4 



18. The metho^a f or specifying an electronic food menu 
according to/claim 1, said step of retrieving a plurality 
of food menu items from a data storage medium, further 
comprising the step of: 



S5 



^accessing a plurality of food menu items from a 
day^base, wherein each of said plurality of food menu 
:ems comprises a plurality of food and health 



T 



19 . -ig he lutiLhuJ l or tjpe Oirying an oLcctronia food menu - 
according to claim 1, said step oy comparing said 
plurality of food menu items witJ4 a plurality of 
previously stored food preferences for a particular 
customer, further qpmpj^ising Jche step of: 



6 
7 
8 
9 



;to3 



accessing s 
from a local data" s 
stored food preferences 
a plurality of food 



id prev^^^slyk stored food preferences 

medi/im, wherein said previously 
^or particular customer comprise 
th ratings. 
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. ^sg^.<TiT c -' method Lol — yptiuiryitig an electronic food ymenu 

vV^vX/ according to claim 1, said method further compr^ing the 
^KPf step of: 

transmitting said previously stored fos5d preferences 
for said particular customer to said data/storage medium 
for storage. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



21. The method for specifying an eleictronic food menu 
according to claim 20, said step of ^transmitting said 
previously stored food preferences/further comprising the 
step of: 



5. 



determining electronic cojdpons to provide to a 
particular customer from saicy previously stored food 
preferences . 



03 

0^ 



22. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 1, sa/d method further comprising the 
steps of : 



receiving an order from said particular customer for 
food menu items from/said selected food menu; and 



1 
2 
3 



transmitting said order to an order retrieval system. 

/ 

23 . The method f'or specifying an electronic food menu 
according to cladm 22, said method further comprising the 
step of: 



confirming electronic payment for said order. 
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1 24. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 22, said metMod further comprising the 

3 step of: / 

4 adjusting a waiting period for said order in 

5 accordance with a said food /preferences for said 

6 particular customer. / 

1 25. The method for specyfying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 1, said method further comprising the 

3 step of: / 

4 updating an eleccronic calendar with said food menu 
items that are specified for a particular time period. 

i;j 26. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2- according to claim/ 1, said step of retrieving said 

03 plurality of food/menu items from said data storage medium 

¥ further comprises the step of: 

h I 

fey retrieving/ electronic coupons for said plurality of 

5i food menu items from said data storage medium. 

^ 27. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to /claim 26, said method further comprising the 

3 step of: / 

4 filtering said electronic coupons that are displayed 

5 to a particular customer according to said food 

6 preferences for said particular customer. 
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28 . The method for specifying an eLfectronic food menu 
according to claim 26, said method /further comprising the 
step of : 



4 
5 



updating an electronic calendar with said electronic 
coupons that are specified for k particular time period. 



1 

2 
3 



^2 9. The method for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 1, said method further comprising the 
steps of: 



4 
5 

te: 



comparing said plurality of food menu items with a 
plurality of previously s/tored food preferences for a 
plurality of customers; and 



I 

ifH 
Ilk 



selecting a food menu wherein said plurality of food 
menu items that satisf/(^ said previously stored food 
preferences for said plurality of customers are 
distinguished, such t/hat an electronic food menu is 
specified for said p/Lurality of customers. 



<30, The method for /specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim/29, said method further comprising the 
step of: 



4 
5 



retrieving electronic coupons that are specified for 
said plurality of customers. 
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;r31 . A system for specifying an ^ectronic food menu, said 
system comprising: 



3 
4 



a data storage medium coiyprising a plurality of food 
menu items ; 



5 
6 



a data processing syst^em with access to said data 
storage medium; 



wherein said data processing system comprises 



8 
9 

lOd 



a communicatyons medium for retrieving said 
plurality of foocy menu items from said data storage 
medium; 



l|2 
l^j 
133 



means for /comparing said plurality of food menu 
items with a plurality of previously stored food 
preferences f©r a particular customer; 



Ipi 
llj 
1^ 
1# 
19 



means f^or selecting a food menu wherein said 
plurality of food menu items that satisfy said 
previously /stored food preferences for said 
particular /customer are distinguished, such that an 
electronic' food menu is specified for a particular 
customer. 



1 
2 



32. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to /claim 31, said system further comprising: 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 



a graphical display monitor for displaying said 
selected food menu according to an output preference for 
said partic^ular customer, such that the graphical 
representation of said food menu is provided to 
accommodat,4 a display preference of said particular 
customer . 
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33. The system for specifying ah electronic food menu 
according to claim 32, wherein said graphical display 
monitor only displays said plurality of food menu items of 
said selected food menu that are designated. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 



34. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 32, wherein said graphical display 
monitor displays said selected food menu items in order 
from designated food menyi items to non-designated food 
menu items. 



1 

2 

4; 

:: If) 

m 
w 



35. The system for spfecifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 32/ wherein said graphical display 
monitor displays saip specified food menu such that said 
plurality of food menu items that do not satisfy said 
previously stored f/ood preferences for said particular 
customer are graphylcally distinguishable from said 
plurality of food /menu items that do satisfy said food 
preferences for siaid particular customer. 



36. The system /for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 32, wherein said graphical display 
monitor displays a tactile-detectable graphical 
representation/ of said selected food menu. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



37. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 



according to /claim 32, wherein said graphical display 
monitor displays a graphical representation of said 
selected foqfd menu utilizing a particular font size. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



38. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according tio claim 32, wherein said graphical display 
monitor displays a graphical representation of said 
selected food menu utilizing a particular language. 
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39. The system for specifying an eLectronic food menu 
according to claim 32, wherein saicy graphical display 
monitor displays a graphical representation of said 
selected food menu wherein said prices are depicted 
utilizing a particular currency/ 



1 
2 



40 



The system for specifying an electronic food menu 



according to claim 31, said /system further comprising; 



3 
4 



an audio element for transmitting auditory output of 
said selected food menu fifcr said particular customer. 



1 



41. The system for spafcifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 31,/ said system further comprising: 



a printing elertyent for graphically printing said 
selected food menu for said particular customer. 



4'2 . The system foy specifying an electronic food menu 
according to clad/n 21, said system further comprising; 



a graphical display monitor for displaying a 
graphical represent at ion of said selected food menu 
according to a/ generic style sheet . 



1 
2 
3 
4 



^43 . The systfem for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to/claim 21, wherein said means for retrieving a 
plurality of' food menu items from said data storage 
medium> further comprises: 



5 
6 
7 



a wireless communication element for receiving said 
plurality pf food menu items via a wireless transmission 
medium. 
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1 '44. The system for specifying an eiectronic food menu 

2 according to claim 43, wherein said wireless communication 

3 element supports communication viar a radio frequency 

4 transmission. / 

1 45. The system for specifying An electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 43, whereiiy said wireless communication 

3 element supports communication via an infrared 

4 transmission. / 

1 46; The system for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 31, wherrein said means for retrieving a 

3 plurality of food menu it^ems from said data storage 
^ medium, further comprises: 

^ a network element /for receiving said plurality of 

:d; food menu items via a network connection. 

5 ' / 

47. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 

^ according to claim 3Il, wherein said means for retrieving a 

plurality of food menu items from said data storage 

;4" medium, further comprises: 

^ a socket int^^ace for receiving said plurality of 

6 food menu items v^a a wired connection. 

1 43'. The system fpr specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to cladim 31, wherein said means for retrieving a 

3 plurality of foo'd menu items from said data storage 

4 medium, further 'comprises : 

5 a data transmission protocol for specifying data 

6 transmissions acpross said communications medium. 
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49. The system for specifying an eledtronic food menu 
according to claim 31, wherein said fflata transmission 
protocol is an extensible mark-up laniguage protocol. 



1 
2 
3 



50 . The system for specifying an Electronic food menu 
according to claim 31, wherein s^d data storage medium 
further comprises: 



4 
5 
6 



a plurality of food menu Atems accessible from a 
database, wherein each of saiA plurality of food and 
health identifiers. 



1 

is 



51. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 31, sai'd system further comprising: 



i 

i 



a local data storage medium comprising said 
previously stored food preferences for said particular 
customer, wherein said /previously stored food preferences 
for a particular custo;ner comprise a plurality of food and 
health ratings. 



2^ 



52 . The system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 31, said system further comprising; 



3 
4 
5 



means for transmitting said previously stored food 
preferences for sa^d particular customer to said data 
storage medium. 



1 
2 
3 



53 . The system nor specifying an electronic food menu 
according to cla|m 31, said data processing system further 
comprising : 



4 
5 
6 



a local datfa storage medium for storing said selected 



food menu, such 
from said local 



that said selected food menu is recallable 
data storage medium. 
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,54. The system for specifying an eyectronic food menu 
according to claim 31, wherein saidr data processing system 
comprises a pervasive data processang system. 



according to claim 31, wherein /said data processing system 
transmits an order to an orde/ queue of food menu items 
from said selected menu that/are selected by said 
particular customer. / 

56. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 55, wMerein said data processing system 
requests confirmation of an electronic payment for said 
order. / 

57. Trie system for specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 3yl, wherein said data processing system 
further comprises an electronic calendar that is updated 
with food menu items that are designated for a particular 
time period. / 

^'8. The system £or specifying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 31, wherein said data storage medium 
further comprises a plurality of electronic coupons for 
said plurality/ of food menu items. 



55. 



The system for specifying 



electronic food menu 
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1 .59. The system for specifying an electronic food menu 

2 according to claim 31, wherein said data processing system 

3 further comprises: / 

4 means for comparing saia plurality of food menu items 

5 with a plurality of previously stored food preferences for 
G a plurality of customers; and 

7 means for selecting /a food menu wherein said 

8 plurality of food menu sterns that satisfy said previously 

9 stored food preference^ for said plurality of customers 

10 are distinguished, suych that an electronic food menu is 

11 specified for said plurality of customers. 
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60. A program, residing on a cpmputer usable medium 
having computer readable program code means, said program 
comprising : 



4 
5 



means for retrieving a 
from a data storage medium; 



Lurality of food menu items 



6 
7 
8 



means for comparing said plurality of food menu items 
with previously stored food preferences for a particular 
customer; and 



9 
10 



means for generatirfg a food menu designating a 
selection of said pluraAity of food menu items that 
satisfy said previously stored food preferences for said 
particular customer . 



61. The program according to claim 60, said program 
further comprising : 



means for enabling a graphical display of said 
plurality of food menu items, wherein said plurality of 
food menu items that do not satisfy said previously stored 
preferences are graphically designated. 



1 

2 



^62. The program /according to claim 60, said program 
further comprising : 



3 
4 
5 



means for ^nabling said graphical display of said 
generated food menu according to an output preference for 
said particular customer. 
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63. The program according to cl^im 60, said program 
further comprising: 



3 
4 



means for enabling audi/cory output of said generated 
food menu for said particuLar customer. 



1 
2 



64. The program according'^ to claim 60, said program 
further comprising : 



3 
4 



means for enabling tactile-detectable output of said 
generated food menu for said particular customer. 



1 



65. The program according to claim 60, said program 
further comprising ; 



means for ti^nsmitting said previously stored food 
preferences for ^aid particular customer to said data 
storage medium. 



&6 . The programn according to claim 60, said program 
further comprAsing: 



3^ 
5 



means nor receiving an order from said particular 
customer of selected food menu items from among said 
selected food menu; and 



means for transmitting said order to an order 
retrieval/ system. 
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6^. A nynt in m fnr li i .splaying a n electronic food menu, said 

system comprising: 



3 
4 



a data storage medium compris/ng a plurality of food 
menu items; 



5 
6 



a data processing system wiych access to said data 
storage medium, 



8 
9 
ifeP 



wherein sai^ data prioesi^ng sysitem comprises: 



a ^communications madium for 
plurality c/f food menu/ ijpemgr from sai 
medium; 



retrieving said 
d data storage 



Iffl 
iffi 



a graphica/l Naismay that displays said plurality 
of food/ menu items alccprdLng to a display style. 



68 . Thle system for disp^Layinq afi electronic food menu 
according to claim 67, wherein/s;aid communications medium 
comprisesva wireless dafta transmiXsions . 



3 



69. The system for dd/splaying an electronic food menu 
according to claim 68/ wher^l^rr"3-aid---T!d.reless data 
transmissions comprise radio frequency data transmissions 



1 

2 
3 



^70.. The system for /displaying an electronic food menu 
"according to claim 89, wherein said wireless data 




